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Law vs. Interests Russia after 1991

Abstract 

In Russia, after 1991, we can observe the crisis of rule of law in the political, economic 
and social area. The criminalization of the state, economy and the policy was part of 
a kind of inheritance from the Soviet Union. Its essence was manifested by omnipotence 
and impunity of elites, spreading the thesis about non conflict society and propaganda 
of common interests of society and oligarchs. Other components of the “decline” were: 
preservation of power by a large part of politicians from the former system and the ele-
ments of Soviet mentality and behaviour, the tendency to clientelism and servility, both 
in society and among the elites. Some elements of the old system were not only adapted 
to the new reality, but were even deeper. Such phenomena as corruption, shifts in power 
into the “dark” illegal structures, disregard of legal standards, contradictions existing 
between official propaganda and the real life, would be a common occurrence in the 
Soviet Union, but this contemporary Russia gave them a quasi-legal and almost certain-
ly acceptable. Examples of how to ignore or bend the law went vertically from political 
power down the social ladder. Exerted and continues to exert a destructive influence on 
the political system, economy and society of Russia.

Case study.
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