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unIteD StAteS AnD cAnADA toWARDS  
RuSSIAn PolIcy In ARctIc: cuRRent SItuAtIon 
AnD tHe PRoSPectS oF DeveloPMent

Abstract

The dynamic changes in the international balance of power taking place in recent years, 
have had an impact on the hitherto relatively stable situation in the Arctic. The tradi-
tional players there, i.e. the Arctic countries, are joined by new ones who claim to be pre-
sent in this area, counting on a share in the expected profits, whether from the extrac-
tion of local natural resources or the creation of new transit routes. Recent years have 
been especially exceptional in the manner. On the one hand, there are internal reforms 
in Russia, who has long strongly emphasized the link between her national security and 
the her sovereignty in the High North. This takes on a special overtone in the context of 
the international repercussions following the annexation of Crimea. On the other hand, 
there is a friction in the bloc of Western countries, both in the context of their attitude 
towards Russia’s foreign policy and of global warming and its consequences. For that 
reason it was decided to analyse regional strategies of three Arctic states: Russia, USA 
and Canada. The analysis has been based on new documents and indicate possible paths 
of development of the activities of these three Arctic actors in the High North.
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